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	Want More Crucible Content?

Looking for pre-reading activities, research assignments, reading/viewing questions, quizzes, essential questions & class debates, character analysis essays, or classic final (timed & typed) essay prompts & assignment pages? Try these resources!



Arthur Miller’s “Are You Now or Were You Ever?” Questions
1. Why did Arthur Miller write The Crucible? / What was The Crucible an attempt to do?
· Bonus Question: How do other works of art or literature from history, such as George Orwell’s 1984, respond to societal crises, and how do they compare to The Crucible?



2. How was the Red Scare an ideological war?
· Bonus Question: How did this ideological war affect ordinary Americans beyond Hollywood? Can we identify similar ideological battles happening today?



3. How did the Red Scare affect Arthur Miller’s workplace?
· Bonus Question: How might a climate of fear affect creativity and collaboration in a workplace?



4. How did life seem “unreal” to Arthur Miller during the Red Scare?
· Bonus Question: How do these societal shifts mirror the dynamics of the Salem community in The Crucible?



5. Why was Miller cited for contempt of Congress? How did he get out of it?
· Bonus Question: What does this incident reveal about the balance of power between individuals and government authorities?



6. How does Miller compare Salem and the 1950s? / How is the witch-hunt like the communist hunt?
· Bonus Question: What modern examples of mass hysteria or witch-hunting behavior can you think of, and how do they compare to these historical events?



7. How were the Salem witchcraft trials and the Red Scare different?
· Bonus Question: Why is it important to distinguish between the differences and similarities in these historical events?



8. What does Salem ultimately display?
· Bonus Question: What mechanisms exist today to prevent societal outbreaks of paranoia and fear, and how effective are they?

Arthur Miller’s “Are You Now or Were You Ever?”

ANSWER SHEET FOR TEACHERS

1. Why did Arthur Miller write The Crucible? / What was The Crucible an attempt to do?
Arthur Miller wanted to “respond to a phenomenon which […] paralyzed a whole generation and […] dried up the habits of trust and toleration in public discourse” (11) in America. “[He] hoped that a work of art might illuminate the tragic absurdities of an anterior work of art that was called reality, but was not” (11). Finally, he “longed to respond to this climate of fear” (13).
Miller felt the Red Scare was un-American because it was taking away people’s rights and liberties, going against their First Amendment rights. It was a harmful and unfair attack on individuals who did not deserve it. These people were not a threat to America (most were not even associated with communism anymore by the time the HUAC started investigating them), and they also had every right, as Americans, to hold whatever political beliefs they wanted to hold. He wanted to show how absurd the red-baiters’ claims and actions were and how harmful the HUAC’s reign of terror was.
· Additional Question: How do other works of art or literature from history, such as George Orwell’s 1984, respond to societal crises, and how do they compare to The Crucible?



2. How was the Red Scare an ideological war?

Rather than killing people or defeating another country, the HUAC, McCarthy, and the red-baiters wanted to kill or defeat the ideas associated with communism and socialism (11). They wanted to destroy ideas and language they thought were “un-American” (11).
Miller says an ideological war is “like a guerrilla war, since the enemy is an idea whose proponents are not in uniform but are disguised as ordinary citizens, a situation that scared a lot of people to death” (11). What made people so scared was that no one could know for sure who was a traitor to America, because communism, socialism, and even loyalty to Russia, were all ideas that could be hidden inside someone’s mind.
· Additional Question: How did this ideological war affect ordinary Americans beyond Hollywood? Can we identify similar ideological battles happening today?



3. How did the Red Scare affect Arthur Miller’s workplace?

People were being asked to sign loyalty oaths (11). Ideas and people were censored; certain movie projects were vetoed because they were deemed un-American (12), and others were canceled just because someone involved was viewed as too leftist (14). Also, there was an intense climate of fear because everyone was afraid of saying the wrong thing and being suspected as a traitor (14).
Hollywood studios began blacklisting actors, writers, and directors (15). This meant anyone accused of being a communist was put on a list of people who couldn’t ever be hired or worked with in Hollywood again. Many Hollywood figures were blackmailed into giving up the names of supposed communists they knew and worked with; they were told that if they didn’t give names, they’d never work in Hollywood again (14).
· Additional Question: How might a climate of fear affect creativity and collaboration in a workplace?



4. How did life seem “unreal” to Arthur Miller during the Red Scare?

American beliefs seemed to have done a 180 in an extremely short period of time (11). Not long before, Russians were good guys, having helped America defeat Hitler (11). Similarly, communism and socialism had very recently been popular new ideas being considered by people who cared about America and wanted to make it better (12).
Miller also struggled to reconcile this with America’s supposed commitment to freedom and democracy. The First Amendment freedoms of association and speech meant people should be able to belong to and believe in whatever political party they chose.
Finally, Miller found it hard to believe that accused communists and leftists were dangerous to America. The Red Scare was based on fear of a threat that simply wasn’t real.
· Additional Question: How do these societal shifts mirror the dynamics of the Salem community in The Crucible?



5. Why was Miller cited for contempt of Congress? How did he get out of it?

Arthur Miller writes, “I was cited for contempt of Congress for refusing to identify writers I had met at one of the two communist writers’ meetings I had attended many years before” (12). He also felt HUAC only accused him because they wanted to meet Marilyn Monroe, his wife (12).
He got out of it because he spent an entire year and forty-thousand dollars on a lawyer to fight back. Even then, he didn’t exactly “get out of it.” He got “a year’s suspended sentence [probation instead of jail time] for contempt of Congress and a $500 fine” (12).
· Additional Question: What does this incident reveal about the balance of power between individuals and government authorities?



6. How does Miller compare Salem and the 1950s? / How is the witch-hunt like the communist hunt?

Authority figures cracked down hard, making people very fearful of questioning the authorities or saying anything that might make them look like a witch or a communist (12).
Both involved hysteria over an “invisible conspiracy” (13). One could not tell whether a friend or neighbor was a witch or a communist, making the “threat” extremely scary (11).
Miller writes, “Both had the menace of concealed plots, but most startling were the similarities in the rituals of defenses, the investigative routines, 300 years apart, both prosecutions alleged membership of a secret, disloyal group. Should the accused confess, his honesty could only be proved by naming former confederates” (13).
· Additional Question: What modern examples of mass hysteria or witch-hunting behavior can you think of, and how do they compare to these historical events?



7. How were the Salem witchcraft trials and the Red Scare different?

First, although in both cases people were jailed, the HUAC wasn’t killing people (12); instead, they were jailing people, getting them fired, and blacklisting them. In Salem, supposed witches were jailed and then hanged.
Second, communism was real, while many might argue witchcraft is not (though in 1690s Salem, it was very real for those people).
Third, Salem used “spectral evidence,” while the HUAC relied on weak but non-supernatural evidence. Typical 1950s evidence included attending a communist event years earlier or making statements critical of capitalism.
· Additional Question: Why is it important to distinguish between the differences and similarities in these historical events?



8. What does Salem ultimately display?

Human beings have a tendency toward outbreaks of distrust and alarm, suspicion, and even violence (16). Even intelligent people can get caught up in such delusions because our imaginations are powerful and make-believe threats are often thrilling (15).
· Additional Question: What mechanisms exist today to prevent societal outbreaks of paranoia and fear, and how effective are they?

