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⭐ Follow me! Here! ⭐ Check out my other products! Here
This document was created as a printable for students to follow Mary Anne Kovacs’s original lesson, which you can find here.
Ways to use this product
If you like to print things for your students, print the unit packet for your students to write on. Otherwise, take the last six pages of this document & copy/paste them into a new Word doc or Google Doc. Share this with your students via OneDrive, Google Classroom, or your school’s LMS.
I take 4.5 days (45-minute class periods) to work through these after-reading activities/discussions with students after they have read the entire novel. (This is why this works well if you’ve assigned it as summer reading.) 

Start by reminding students that “analysis” means to break something down into its constituent parts. We are working toward an understanding of the text as a whole by looking into its different elements.
Each activity has a suggestion that they work in small groups or discuss as a class.
Other options
Remove the bold directions from each page and send these activities home as homework or send them home with students at the start of the summer for them to do at home and bring to school upon the start of the fall semester. You can then discuss the answers in class & also save time. When I do these as homework, we are usually able to discuss them in just two days (45-minute class periods).
Crime and Punishment After-Reading Activities
Character
In the Bible's Gospel of Mark 3:25, Jesus says "If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand." Anything - a country, family, or individual person - will fail if it is racked by internal conflicts, differences and division. 
Raskolnikov has very conflicting feelings about people. At times, it seems like he deeply cares about and loves humanity. But at other times, he appears to strongly hate people. Throughout the novel, his feelings wildly swing back and forth between these opposite extremes. Dostoevsky does this intentionally.
The root word of Raskolnikov's name is "raskol" which means "schism" or split. It's like if an English character was named Mr. Splitsman. This name hints at the inner conflict within Raskolnikov.

· Find a small group and consider the dual nature of each character by jotting down his/her opposing characteristics.
1.
Rodion Romanovich Raskolnikov (“Rodya,”)

2.
Sofya Semyonovna Marmeladov (“Sonya,”)

3.
Avdotya Romanovna Raskolnikov (“Dunya,”) 

4.
Arkady Ivanovich Svidrigailov

5.
Dmitri Prokofych Razumikhin 

6.
Katerina Ivanovna Marmeladov 

7.
Porfiry Petrovich 

8.
Semyon Zakharovich Marmeladov 
Crime
Crime and Punishment includes several intellectual discussions relevant to Raskolnikov’s crime and its aftermath. 
· Separate the class into four groups to answer the questions (1 group per chapter). Then share with the class.
1. Part 1, Chapter 6 
· What ideas does the student propose?
· How does he justify those ideas? 
· Why isn’t he going to actually do it?
2. Part 3, Chapter 5 
· What ideas did Raskolnikov convey in his essay, the one in the Periodical Review? 
· How does Raskolnkov respond to Porfiry’s comments about the article? 
· What does the conversation reveal about the policemen, Raz, & Rodya?
3. Part 5, Chapter 4
· How does Sonia respond to Raskolnikov’s confession?
· What is Raskolnikov trying to convey when he references Napoleon? 
· How does Raskolnikov try to justify the murder of the pawnbroker? 
· In what sense did he murder himself, as he claims? 
4. Part 6, Chapter 5 
· How does Svidrigailov explain the theory behind the murders? 
· How does Dounia respond to this? 
· What does it show about her?
Punishment
Raskolnikov commits the murder at the end of Part 1. The rest of the book is mostly about the punishment he faces for his crime. The following questions will ask you to think more about how Raskolnikov's experience argues against the "Great Man Theory." This theory states that an "extraordinary" or special man does not have to follow the same rules and limits that control how ordinary people behave.
· Discuss as a class…
1. After Raskolnikov's dream about the beaten horse, he decides not to commit the planned murder, despite believing his theory justified it. How does he feel after making this decision not to go through with it, and what does this show about him?
2. Chapter 1 of Part 2 describes Raskolnikov's state in the hours right after he committed the murders. How is he feeling and acting, and what does his behavior illustrate?
3. Throughout the novel, Raskolnikov's cold logical "reason" often leads him astray, while listening to his heart/emotions is presented as the better guide. How do the dream about the peasant beating the horse and the scene of Raskolnikov at Sonya's feet show that emotions can be more valuable than intellectual reasoning alone?
4. At the end, it is emotion (reinforced by Sonya) that compels Raskolnikov to confess, not intellectual reasoning. A true, sincere confession seems necessary to find peace. However, even in prison in Siberia, Raskolnikov initially still believes his theory that the pawnbroker was a parasite/sub-human. At what point in the epilogue does the reader feel Raskolnikov has resolved the conflict between pure logic and human emotion?
5. How does the novel illustrate the idea that punishment for one's sins is inevitable and necessary to gain redemption and freedom from guilt?
Big Ideas
Crime and Punishment is a multifaceted work - a psychological study, an exploration of intellectual theory, and a vehicle for Dostoyevsky to depict societal divisions.
The novel vividly depicts the societal divisions and injustices of its setting, going beyond a simple moralistic tale about the consequences of crime.
Dostoyevsky identifies four key societal divisions within his work that we will now examine.
· Men and Women

· Wealth and Poverty

· Religion and Skepticism/Atheism
· Connection and Alienation
· Discuss as a class…
1. What do the experiences of female characters like Dounia, Sonya, Pulcheria, and Katerina show about the roles and treatment of women in the society depicted in the novel? 

2. Why was Marfa Petrovna's situation as a woman different from the others? 

3. How do minor female characters like Nastasya relate to the larger theme of women's roles? 

4. Why are so many characters in the novel living in poverty? 

5. Did Raskolnikov's poverty and difficult circumstances motivate or influence his decision to commit the crime? 

6. Does the novel suggest poverty and criminal behavior are often linked? 

7. Are there any wealthy criminals portrayed, or is it mainly the poor who commit crimes? 

8. Religion is referenced a lot. To what extent does Raskolnikov seem to be a religious, believing person? 

9. What overall stance does the novel take on the role and importance of religious belief in God? 

10. Does having religious faith seem connected to finding peace and happiness in the novel? 

11. In the epilogue, why is Sonya highly regarded in Siberia while Raskolnikov is not? 

12. What does the term "alienation" mean? 

13. How specifically does Raskolnikov experience alienation, and how does it contribute to his problems? 

14. How does the setting and environment influence issues like gender roles, poverty, religion, and alienation depicted in the novel?
Literary Devices: Symbolism
Symbol*: a person, place, or thing that represents something larger than itself. A symbol may appear once or twice in a literary work, whereas a motif is a recurring element. *An action, like running or yelling cannot be a symbol.
· With a small group, discuss what these elements/motifs from the text symbolize.
· Blood

· The Flogged Horse

· St. Petersburg

· Lazarus

· The Virgin Mary

· Mary Magdalene

· The Cross / Crosses
· Yellow

· Raskolnikov’s Room

· The 30 Rubles (the $ Sonia earned on her first night as a prostitute)
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