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Introductions

= During the 16® century in Salem, there were many accusations of witchcrafl. If someone portrayed an
' abnormal behavior or was simply disliked, they could be accused of witchcraft. In Salem village, on March 1%,
1692, Sarah Good was blamed for torturing four young girls. Court documents reveal that Sarah Good was treated

very unfairly when she was examined in front of a group of officials.

-
jzﬁ'il’_!"’ +Hook 1s +vo genen'c o yleeole ou,ue//a/anwnj‘

Throughout human history false accusations have caused conflicts and discrepancies. Such was the case in

-

the Salem witch Trials. In the unfortunate story of Sarah Good, two main factors determined her fate: ﬁrst, nothing

she said was believed; second, nobody wanted anything to do with her. For these reasons, Sarah Good was not
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1 Cod? Imagine a friend of yours is going to be hanged for something he or she didn’t do. Most people would be o,
ho ., O peS

OX extremely npset by this situation. Sarah Good was hanged because she was accused and found guilty of being a & :a?tg_
P‘G\.U} witch. This situation is even more sad because _Sgrul] Good was not trealed fairly during the 11'ial.::k__ = m@;t%
- s By
Vlﬁ‘lﬁ J Religion is used as an explanation for unknown phenomenon; however, it can limit how people think. In
Jjﬂ,“’k extreme cases, it can influence people to ignore logical explanations and instead explain situations through the lens
oo of their religious beliefs. Puritan beliefs included the idea that humans were inherently evil and the view that the Lp:\'\'}&

oV
Devil was ever-present in people’s lives. ﬁamh Good was a larget of the Salem witch-hunt because she was A/‘J% (}‘

vulnerable. [Salem allowed religious explanations to override Sarah (_mod s right to fair and impartial treatment. hl;}
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In “The Examination of Sarah Good,” the woman, Sarah Good, gets falsely accused, just like people still do

today. Within the story, Sarah Good tells her side of things multiple times, yet she never gets anywhere. The people

accusing her have no proof against her, yet she must repeatedly endure loaded language and unjust treatment. Ac/a/ ‘ML‘IS'
Py
LAME " Way Hoo broad + bon'ng . H‘.’S warg Hoo obviow .

E*‘ alse accusations happen every day, everywhere around the worl(gln school, teachers sometimes accuse \ _"|
students of cheating when they aren’t. At home, kids sometimes get accused of breaking rules or messing something f
up when that wasn’t what actually happened. Occasionally, false accusations cause big trouble. A false accusation :

could land someone in jail or ruin someone’s drecams. DNA evidence has helped many people clear their names in |
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Ag’l ’, the last twenty years after they had been falsely accused and sent to jailEalse accusations have been around for a P, LAk
L \ .
%’l . o“b ~> long time, and they were even around during the time of the letma Unfortumately, during the Salem witch trials, h,:.:rn'o
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Good,” one can see that Sarah Good was not treated fairly because she was falsely accused and there were no proven 'H‘Fft V:;
112

facts in the case. Ao
\\4

no one had any proof that could save an innocent person’s life. Early in the Salem witch trials, a woman named

Sarah Good was accused and questioned. Based on the primary source document, “The Examination of Sarah

c.l [T he Salem witch trials were a horrible and bloody part of U.S. history brought about by superstition and

HG‘DK fear. It started when a few young girls accused someone of being a wiich, and the fear the Puritans held for the Devil

did the rest. By the end of the pamic, nearly twenty people had been hanged as wilchcziBnu of the first people to be '\‘ 9.
accused was a woman named Sarah Good. Court documents reveal some of what she went IhrOll\L',Ill.:E in her case, the

Puritans were fearful, and they treated Sarah Good unfairly. & d.m/\ “Hueatd

|2
[ The Salem \;-iiclt :ri;:ls. were held over 300 years :lg(:\-:ll was a casc of a few young ladies accusing Sarah
Good of performing witchcraft on the girls. The girls made strange motions and gestures, putting on an act even in
the plain sight of the judge and all the oourt.Earah Good was not treated fairly because the opinions were biased and
her accusers had no real prooﬂ Everyone just assumed she could use witchcraft to torment the young ladies. All this

resulted in the hanging and death of an innocent Sarah Good.
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One of the main reasons Sarah Good was treated unfairly is that fh_e court officials are biased in favor of the_
glrls They believe the girls’ side of the story without questioning it at all. There was no proof that the girls were
actually being tortured when they pretended she was hurting them. Even though there was no proof, the transcript
presents the information as if it is a facl. “The abovesaid children then present accused her face to face upon which

they were all dreadfully tortured for a short space of time” (Cheever 146). This is unfair because the girls are able to ) gooD
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convince the people in the court that Sarah Good was a witch and was trying to silence them even though they have qﬁq)(

no proof.
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Along with being biased toward the girls, the judges badger Sarah Good into accusing Sarah Osbornc. The

ol

oJ?h summary porirays Sarah Good as giving up Sarah Osborne quickly (Cheever 146), when really they have to ask her
many times before she actually names Sarah Osborne:
Q: How came they thus tormented?
A: What do I know? You bring others here and now you charge me with it.
Q: Why, who was it? 2o
A: I don’t know, but it was some you brought into the meeting hourse.

Q: We brought you into the meeting housc.

A: But you brought in two more.

Q: Who was it, then, that tormented the children? ﬂnda;huh "Oi @,u-Vte“ I
0 aﬂe et gloC & |
A: It was Osborne (Cheever 147) < ¢
A
This quote obviously shows that she did not directly answer (heir question.
145, _\9\‘6(\“
S\ Both loaded language and loaded questions were used by the judges and in the summary. An example of
(ood Set-up
this is when the court official says, ““Why do you hurt these children?’” (Cheever 146). This proves that she was
=
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treated unfairly because they are asking questions as if she is already guilty. Some of the loaded words used in the

transcript are wicked, torment, spiteful, and evil.
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Throughout the ages of history, there have been many cases of mistreatment and ou
Good’s trial during the Salem witch trials is one of the more infamous examples.[During the trial, Sarah Good was

not treated fairly |1t is truly sad that throughout history people have been treated so poorly. €— Joo svmpale .
TO Aeep2y

‘k a"o ﬁ"hc witch trial of Sarah Good was biased in many ways. The judges were not fair because they did not give
~L
ﬂ, . Mrs. Good a chance to explain herself clearly. Also, the judges were unfair when they badgered her into naming
Sarah Osborne [I1 is interesting to see how court cases in the 1600s are significantly different from today’s court

cases. Court cases today have become civil in comparison to what they were like 300 years ago!

Sarah Good was unfairly accused because the officials already had the impression that she committed
witchcraft. The young girls blamed her and got away with it. In the 1600s, if someone was blamed for witchcraft, he

or she would be immediately condemned. The defendant would have no chance at redemption. Thus, Sarah Good
had no chance and was treated unfairly. W Q'Cﬂop

"k ﬁ‘he evidence provided in the transcript shows that everything Sarah Good stated during the trials was
‘?,, (,a'p disregarded. It also shows that Sarah Good was someone that was not very likable, and because of this she was
treated even more unfairly {Sarah Good was eventually hanged for being a witch. If the judges had been more fair to
her, perhaps this would not have happened. The transcript shows that false accusations can be very effective if the
circumstances are right. This is not just a problem people had during the Salem witch trials. False accusations hurt
people as much today as they did back then; they can send people to jail, tear apart families, and even result in a loss

of life. Pcople need to realize that a false accusation is a serious action, an action that could hurt a lot of people.
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