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Abstract
This book talk persuades students to read Gone with the Wind, by Margaret Mitchell over their summer vacation. It discusses genre, characters, key quotations, and reasons people might want to read the book. Before encouraging students to pick up the book themselves, this book talk also covers some controversial elements of the novel.


Gone with the Wind: An Epic Novel
Introduction
	Good morning, my name is Mrs. Lamp, and I’m here today to convince you to read Gone with the Wind, by Margaret Mitchell, over the summer. This novel is one of the most memorable I’ve ever read, and it really gave me a new perspective on the Civil War, which I found so valuable as someone who otherwise would probably never have been exposed to a Southern perspective of the war.
Awards and Accomplishments
Gone with the Wind won the Pulitzer Prize in 1937, one year after it was published, was made into the highest-grossing film of all time, has sold over 28-million copies worldwide, and in 2014, it was voted America’s 2nd favorite book of all time, after the Bible.
Genre
The book is historical fiction, set in the South during the Civil War. It tells the story of a spoiled, selfish, and shallow young lady named Scarlett O’Hara and how she deals with the horrors of war and the challenges of rebuilding and moving on after the South’s loss. Its universal themes about love, loss, and war time lend truth to its story. If you are interested in history, the book does a good job of showing the war through the eyes of the losing side, which isn’t an angle we typically get to see in our history classes.
Key Characters
When the book begins, Scarlett is a pampered rich girl who only cares about herself. She makes poor choices, like flirting with married guys, falling in love with both her best friend’s husband, and getting romantically involved with an immoral and scandalous businessman named Rhett Butler. In the famous movie, it is Rhett Butler who says, “Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a d*mn,” and that’s exactly what Scarlett deserves to hear, but it’s also super harsh. Margaret Mitchell does a good job of making you sympathize with and like Scarlett, especially for her bravery and refusal to quit, but she also makes you see Scarlett as a spoiled brat who kind of needs to learn her lesson, too. The rich character development in the novel makes it an incredible story that does not rely solely on plot. It is definitely vital enough to hold up to a second, third, or even fourth reading, as readers will discover more about the setting, minor characters, and conflicts with each successive encounter with the text. If you read the book, you’ll find out whether Miss O’Hara ever learns from her experiences and mistakes, or not. I will say that her refusal to quit and her determination never to look back are important ingredients in the story, and they show how the South could maybe save itself, rather than being bitter, and angry, and hurt over the war’s outcome. 
A Key Quotation
Scarlett’s most famous quote in the book is when she says,
As God is my witness, and God is my witness, the Yankees aren't going to lick me. I'm going to live through this, and when it's over, I'm never going to be hungry again. No, nor any of my folks. If I have to steal or kill - as God is my witness, I'm never going to be hungry again. (Mitchell, 593)
This shows one reason why so many people love this book: it gives them a unique opportunity to read about the Civil War from a Southerner’s perspective. They can see the terror and devastation of the burning of Atlanta, for example, and they can get a view of how Southern people viewed themselves and the war. I think this book helps readers understand the anger, resentment, and hurt that white Southerners felt after losing not only the war, but their money and social positions, too. Readers will find it hard not to become emotionally wrapped up in the struggles and triumphs of such beautifully drawn characters as Scarlet, Melanie, and Rhett. They will find a beautiful affirmation, too, of the value and dignity of human beings through Scarlet’s struggle to survive and overcome. 
Warnings and Criticism
Anyone who picks up this book should know that the way the narrator and others view black characters, the racial slurs that are used, and the way the people in the book think of the KKK as the “good guys” can be very uncomfortable for readers today. Although the story often just ignores issues of race and racism (which one may criticize in itself), shocking and insulting racist words and ideas do come up at times. Some critics dislike this novel because they argue that Scarlet is a bad person and that the novel itself (not just its characters) is racist. They also don’t like the portrayal of the South as an honorable place and the Yankees as the bad guys. In my opinion, I don’t find it problematic for a main character to be flawed, and I believe readers can learn as much from Scarlet’s poor decisions and character flaws as they can from her strength and resilience. Additionally, I do not feel that readers should necessarily avoid any book that has distasteful beliefs or attitudes in it, even ones as terrible as racism. I think it is possible to learn from other people’s perspectives, even if we ultimately decide that we still disagree with them, as I am certain readers will disagree with the novel’s racist portrayals of “happy” slaves and so forth.
Final Thoughts
This book has super memorable characters, a crazy love triangle, and a ton of drama and excitement from the beginning to the end. It also has some important lessons for Northerners who want to understand Southerners a little better. If you like historical fiction, romance stories, or survival stories, you should read this book over the summer!
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