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Classic Confusion 
	In a country full of opera singers, jazz dancers, zumba goers, and rappers, the Fourth of July seems to be the only time Americans can agree on one genre of music: patriotic. Some celebrate patriotism by lighting fireworks, toasting s’mores, and belting out the lyrics to songs such as, “Born in the U.S.A.” by Bruce Springsteen. However, those paying attention to the lyrics may not end up feeling as patriotic. Despite its patriotic-sounding name, “Born in the U.S.A” is actually a song about the injustice of sending United States soldiers to the Vietnam War (Molloy). Bruce Springsteen sings, “Sent me off to a foreign land / To go and kill the yellow man” (Springsteen). At first glance, this song appears to be a patriotic anthem, but when one takes a deeper look into the lyrics, it is clearly something else. “Born in the U.S.A” is not the first American classic to be misunderstood due to first impressions. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, by Mark Twain, has been taught in schools as an American classic for decades; however, it has also received great criticism because of the first impression it can often make. Even so, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn should be taught in eleventh grade, so long as teachers receive proper training first, because it introduces students to advanced literary devices and provides an important perspective regarding slavery.
	First, before Adventures of Huckleberry Finn can be taught to eleventh grade classes, teachers should educate themselves or even be required to take a course in colleges of education regarding the teaching of sensitive and controversial works such as this one. Twain takes a strong stance against racism and slavery, but these are two uncomfortable topics to confront in the classroom. Due to varying life experiences and points of view, different races, and different upbringings, teachers should be prepared for the different ways students may react to Twain’s message and the language he uses to convey it. One example of these different reactions appeared, for Barbara Apstein, through a reflective essay assignment on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn . The majority of her class wrote in approval of the teaching of this novel for reasons like this one: “‘The portrayal of Jim proves that the racial stereotype of Twain’s day was wrong.’” However, the one black student in the class shared a completely different reaction with her teacher. After reading this student’s essay, Apstein writes, “In addition to reaching a different conclusion from the white students’, [the student’s] paper was different in tone. For her, this essay was not an academic exercise; it was the outcome of an intellectual quest” (Apstein). The white students in the class interpreted Twain’s anti-slavery message in the novel in a less emotional way; they had an easier time brushing off or rationalizing the offensive language and mistreatment of Jim. While they knew it was wrong, unlike this student, they had no personal experiences to allow them to connect on a deeper level to the impact discrimination can have. On the other hand, the black student’s personal connections affected the way she interpreted and felt about the novel’s language and treatment of Jim. Different students will take away different notions from this novel. Teachers must stress that one interpretation is no better or more accurate than another, so long as students support their reasoning with logic and evidence. Teachers should be educated in order to understand how to accommodate for all reactions in order to provide a positive learning experience for every student. 

Another possible issue that may arise for teachers when studying this novel in class is Twain’s use of advanced literary devices, such as Socratic irony and sarcasm. By using these devices, Twain subtly conveys his true opinions about slavery and racism (Fishkin). However, when Socratic irony and sarcasm are not understood, neither are Twain’s anti-racist opinions. For example, consider this section in the novel: upon hearing about a successful, mixed man nearby, Pap becomes outraged. Pap says, “‘They said he was a p’fessor in a college, and could talk all kinds of languages, and knowed everything. And that ain’t the wust. They said he could vote when he was at home’” (Twain 38). Now, if a student were to read this without proper preparation, he or she may easily assume Twain, as the author, shares the opinions of this racist character. However, upon studying Twain’s background, one will see that Twain’s opinions by the time he wrote this novel were the exact opposite of Pap’s. Twain actually paid for the education of a black student at Yale Law School, and he wrote to the dean of the law school, “We have ground the manhood out of them, & the shame is ours, not theirs; &we should pay for it” (McDowell). By looking into Twain’s history, it is clear to see he believes in the education of black people, but his use of irony (Pap is white, yet he is ignorant and wrong, despite the prevailing idea at the time of white people’s superior intelligence and morality) causes many students to misinterpret Twain’s true intentions. Teachers need to be aware of this problem and educate their students on Twain’s background so they can better understand his intentions and opinions. 
	One reason the novel should stay in schools is that, when taught properly, students can truly appreciate Twain’s use of advanced literary devices. Twain uses Socratic irony throughout the novel to reveal his opinions through the narration of his protagonist: Huck Finn. While on the island with Jim, Huck says, “[…] he said them little birds had said it was going to rain, and did I want the things to get wet? […] Pretty soon it darkened up, and begun to thunder and lighten; so the birds was right about it” (Twain 57) A common stereotype was that black people were very superstitious, which made them appear uneducated. Huck, as an unknowing character, is an example of Socratic irony because through his ignorance, the ignorance of racism is revealed. At first, in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Twain brings attention stereotypes about black people (and often has Huck show that he thinks black people are a certain way), but then he reveals that Huck’s racist ideas are wrong. For example, Twain makes Jim a very superstitious man, which was a negative stereotype for black people at the time; however, Jim’s superstitions actually benefit Jim and Huck. Twain diminishes the stereotype by recognizing it and then proving it wrong, and Huck, who may have thought Jim was not so bright before, now admits he was right about this, which is an early example of Jim being proven to be smart. 
Another literary device Twain often uses is satire. Prior to Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Twain published a short satirical article called “Only a Ni**er”; this is an article in which he uses obvious sarcasm to protest lynching. Here, in part, is his sarcastic response to the lynching of an innocent black man: “Only ‘a ni**er’ killed by mistake – that is all” (Twain). This sarcastic attitude is hard to grasp for some readers, but older high-school students should be exposed to the style so that they can learn to recognize it when they read. Satire appears in Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, so this is a good opportunity for teachers to address satire and help students grasp it. For example, when Aunt Sally asks if anyone was hurt in the boating accident Huck makes up as part of his lie about his trip to visit her, Huck tells her a black man was killed. Aunt Sally replies, “‘Well, it’s lucky; because sometimes people do get hurt’” (Twain 211). Twain, here, uses sarcasm to draw attention to the dehumanization of black people by supposedly Christian people in his time. By displaying such blatant and exaggerated racist views, Twain is showing how ridiculous and awful racist views are in general. When he sarcastically writes black lives are not real lives, Twain is actually stressing how valuable black lives are. Socratic irony and satire are important literary devices to understand both inside and outside of the classroom and should be taught in high school.
	Finally, when Twain’s use of literary devices is understood, the anti-slavery message in Adventures of Huckleberry Finn can truly be appreciated. Twain shows this most clearly through the contrast between Jim and the white characters who are supposed to be authority figures for Huck. Huck initially begins his journey on the river by running away from an abusive life with his drunkard father (Twain 36). While on the raft with Jim, Huck admits his satisfaction: “Take it all round, we lived pretty high” (Twain 73). Huck lives a peaceful life with Jim until white characters, like the Grangerfords and the King and the Duke, intervene along Huck and Jim’s journey and cause destruction. The feud between the Gangerfords and Shepherdsons endangers Huck and leads to many innocent deaths (Twain 116). The King and Duke infect the raft with racism, and they steal from others (Twain 150). The interference of white characters in Huck and Jim’s adventure on the river shows the reader that slaves are not the problem: racist white people are. Jim, a former slave, provides a better life for Huck than any of these racist white characters can. Twain turns the stereotypes placed upon slaves onto his white characters, making them conniving (the King and the Duke), uneducated (Pap), and brutal (the Grangerfords). In Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, students appreciate Twain’s anti-slavery stance through differences between Jim and white characters like Pap.
	It is important that Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is taught in eleventh grade because of Twain’s use of Socratic irony and satire and the novel’s anti-slavery message. Before it can be taught, however, teachers need to first prepare themselves for the task they face: each student needs to be aware of Twain’s background to understand his writing, and all students will react differently. Although this novel may seem very racist and offensive at first glance, when one looks at Twain’s history, the novel’s serious anti-slavery, anti-racism message is revealed. This novel is an American classic for one reason: it carries an important part of America’s history. If lessons are missed because one does not take the time to understand the motive of a book or lyrics of a song, what else could one be missing in his or her life due to misunderstandings?
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