Descriptive Writing Assignment
Choose a place that is interesting to you. Maybe it has a lot of personal significance, or maybe it’s just interesting. You might choose your grandparents’ home, a favorite vacation spot, or even the bathroom at your neighborhood Kwik Shop.

Your goal is to write a descriptive piece. This means that your goal is to bring this place to life through the written word. Imagine you are standing in the center of the location, and you are turning around slowly, taking in all the sights, smells, sounds, tastes, and textures that make this place unique and interesting. Through your writing, try to bring out as many details as you can.

Important: a descriptive piece should not have a plot arc. Instead of events and conflict, fill your piece with descriptions. Don’t move from beginning to middle to end. Move around the scene from top to bottom or left to right.

Descriptive Writing Rubric

	
	NEEDS (1) / MEETS (2) / EXCEEDS (3)

	1. Piece clearly uses at least four of the five types of imagery
	

	2. Imagery is strong/expressive/vivid


	

	3. Piece focuses on ONE specific, limited setting; it does not focus on conflict, plot, or events
	

	4. Piece demonstrates excellent grammar, usage, and mechanics skills
	


Total:                    /12
Example: “Happiness” by Raymond Carter
So early it's still almost dark out.
I'm near the window with coffee,
and the usual early morning stuff
that passes for thought.
When I see the boy and his friend
walking up the road
to deliver the newspaper.
They wear caps and sweaters,
and one boy has a bag over his shoulder.
They are so happy
they aren't saying anything, these boys.
I think if they could, they would take 
each other's arm.
It's early in the morning,
and they are doing this thing together.
They come on, slowly.
The sky is taking on light,
though the moon still hangs pale over the water.
Such beauty that for a minute
death and ambition, even love,
doesn't enter into this.
Happiness. It comes on
unexpectedly. And goes beyond, really,
any early morning talk about it

