The ACT Essay (Persuasive Rubric)

What are the prompts like? 

· The Writing Test includes a prompt that briefly states an issue and describes two points of view.

· You may adopt one or the other of the perspectives described in the prompt, or you may present a different point of view on the issue. The point of view you take will not affect your score.
· Prompts are designed to reflect students’ interests and experiences. For example, should one be able to get a credit card before the age of 18?, or should schools should start later in the day?
How is the essay portion scored?

· Each essay is scored by two trained readers, each of whom rates it on a scale of 1 (low) to 6 (high). 
· The sum of those ratings is a student’s Writing Test sub-score (2–12). 

	SCORING REQUIREMENTS



	Task
	Standards

	Show a clear understanding of the PROMPT by answering it clearly.


	Thesis takes a strong, clear position on the issue.

	Use strong EVIDENCE.
	Development of ideas is ample, specific, and logical. Ideas are fully elaborated. Demonstrates the ability to distinguish between assertions and evidence. Makes inferences based on support and evidence.

Offer at least two main ideas that support your thesis (body paragraphs one and two and…).



	Demonstrate the ability to grasp the complexity of the issue by considering COUNTER ARGUMENTS


	The essay examines different perspectives on the issue and fully responds to counterarguments to the writer's position.

Include a counter argument and a rebuttal in the last body paragraph.



	The ORGANIZATION of the essay is clear


	Includes a clear intro and thesis. Includes a clear conclusion with a “call to action.” Body paragraphs use topic sentences and/or warrants. Ideas are logically grouped and ordered. Uses transitional devices to identify logical connections and tie ideas together.

Only one main idea per paragraph!

Don’t forget an intro and conclusion.



	A clear FOCUS on the specific issue in the prompt is maintained.


	Sustains a position by focusing on the topic throughout the writing.

	The essay shows a good command of LANGUAGE.
	Sentences are varied, and word choice is varied and precise. There are few, if any, errors to distract the reader. The student observes the conventions of standard written English.

A “boring” essay cannot earn a 12. Show off your unique voice, style, and personality. Use strong vocabulary choices.




